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even dream. Everyone was therefore bothered by the problem of food.
Even so, we resolved that as satyagrahis we should not ask for anything
from the gaol authorities nor seek a favour. So we carried on with the
food described above.
When the Governor enquired [about the amenities], we told him
that our food was unsatisfactory, but that we did not wish to ask for a
favour from the Government. It was for the Government to consider
whether they should make changes. Otherwise, we would make do with
whatever the regulations allowed.
This attitude could not be kept up for long. When others joined
us, we agreed that it would not be proper for us to compel them to
accept this inconvenience as we did. That they had come to gaol was
[sacrifice] enough. It would be proper, we thought, to demand from
the Government special treatment for these people. To that end we
broached the subject with the Governor. We told him that, though
we accepted whatever was given to us, those who came after us would
not be able to do so. The Governor thought the matter over and
answered that he could [permit] cooking to meet any religious scruples,
but that the food itself should remain the same. It was not within his
power to effect any changes in it.
Meanwhile, as mentioned earlier,1 14 other Indians joined us.
Some of them plainly refused to eat mealie pap. They starved. I went
through the gaol regulations, and discovered that a petition on this
subject could be addressed to the Director of Prisons. We therefore
asked for the Governor's permission to address a petition, and the following
petition2 was forwarded.
This petition was signed by 21 of us. After it had been signed
and was about to be submitted, we were joined by another 76 Indians,
who also disliked mealie pap. We therefore added at the end of the
petition that the 76 persons who had come in also felt the same difficulty,
and that immediate orders should therefore be issued, I requested
the Governor to telegraph the contents of this petition. He consented
and, after obtaining the permission of the Director on telephone, ordered
mealie pap to be replaced by four ounces of bread [for each prisoner].
All of us were happy. From the 22nd, therefore, we got four ounces
of bread in the morning, as also in the evening, [that is,] on meaEe-pap
days. In the evening eight ounces of bread was provided, that is, half
a loaf. This arrangement was only provisional, pending further orders.
The Governor had meanwhile appointed a committee to go into this
1  Vide "My Experience in Gaol [-II]", p. 142.
2 This has not been re-translated; for English text, vide "Petition to Director of
Prisons", pp. 39-40. The last two sentences from it are, however, missing in the Gujarati
translation.